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“Knowledge is of no value unless you put it into practice.”

Anton Chekhov



Attract and connect talent between academia and industry

Fostering AI entrepreneurship

ELIAS Alliance
A pan-European Network

Foster value creation literacy in academia
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Foster value creation literacy in academia



ELIAS 
Nodes

Inspiring a new generation of AI & Science value creators

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCS0YCruvz8
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Inspiring a new generation of AI & Science value creators
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te

Collaborate

Connect 

Convene Cambridge’s AI for science 
community through Innovation 
Challenges that identify a real-world 
problem and bring together 
collaborators to develop innovative 
solutions.

Create opportunities for training and 
mentorship, through 
entrepreneurship bootcamps, 
hands-on training in Large Language 
Models, and a new curriculum on 
ethical AI entrepreneurship.

Help sciencepreneurs access support 
for commercialisation and social 
entrepreneurship in the Cambridge 
ecosystem through meet-ups, 
networking, and access to research 
infrastructure.

Vision for our ELIAS 
Node

ELIAS Node
Cambridge



LINKEDIN ELIAS ALLIANCE-2.mp4



ELIAS Node
Copenhagen

All in Science Conf.
3.-4. Nov. 2025

● Academi Digital Entrepreneur Guide
● YREB PhD - Summer School

https://direc.dk/direc-innovation-and-entrepreneurship-ws13/academic-digital-entrepreneurship-guide/
https://tilmeld.events/youngresearcherentrepreneurshipbootcamp


ELIAS 
Alliance

Initiatives



Science to Market
Best Practice and how the AI Launchpad can help

European Lighthouse of AI 

for Sustainability  



Map your 
region!



Interdisciplinary Research
We host a world-class fellowship program for PhD and Postdocs, building bridges 
between multiple fields

Flagship AI Events and Initiatives
We host summits, research talks and networking events for the ever-growing AI 
Community in Switzerland

Industry Collaborations
We connect Industry partners, facilitating collaboration between them and ETH 
Zurich as well as networking them amongst themselves

Entrepreneurship and Startup Acceleration
We accelerate and connect Zurich's next generation of AI Startups

What to 
focus on in 
your 
institution 
with an AI 
Center?



How to get research to market? 

Foster value creation literacy in academia

IDEA VALIDATE LAUNCH SCALE

Recognizing entrepreneurial 

professors

Dandelion Award

A 1-week summer school to 

validate entrepreneurial 

ideas from students

Pan-european AI accelerator 

program 

Courses for MSc/PhD 

students to learn about 

entrepreneurship

University Courses
A 6-month long 

entrepreneur in residence 

program to support our 

fellows

EIR Program
Build a team and get an idea 

market ready with the Talent 

Kick Program

Getting access to experts, 

investors, and students

Start-up Affiliation



AI Launchpad: Scale startups in EU

A pan-european AI start-up accelerator program

● 12 week accelerator program at one of 6 
european hubs, followed by

● 2 weeks market entry camp at another hub



AI Launchpad: Scale startups in EU



Thank you!





Most important aspects

ELIAS 
Nodes

Appendix

Physical visibility

(location+co-branding)

Integration in 
academic curricula

(credit points count 
towards degrees)

Partnering with 
a business school

Clear engagement and ownership
For building the alliance

ELIAS Members

AI foundation models
as interface between science 

& entrepreneurship

(ideally participating in 
building open source 
foundation models)

Collaborations with
(a) Startups and (b) industry


