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Goals
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Fostering Scientific Excellence in Sustainable AI 

1. Developing & Equipping a network of promising young researchers 
with advanced skills to become key actors of Sustainable AI. (IP Paris)

2. Expanding the existing world-class European AI community to build 
the European lighthouse in AI and Sustainability. (UNIMI & CTU)



A PhD & Postdoc Program in Sustainable AI building on the existing network of excellence ELLIS

● Joint supervision in Europe, cross-domain collaboration & mandatory research exchange 
● Main point of entry through a yearly competitive call for applications (10% acceptance rate)
● Events organised by the ELLIS and ELIAS networks & mobility support
● Research project linked to Sustainable AI, industry or interdisciplinarity:

1. Developing a network of promising young researchers in 
Sustainable AI
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Interpretability & Fairness

Robust & Trustworthy machine learning

Earth & Climate Sciences

Law & Ethics

Machine learning in Chemistry & Material Sciences

Tech transfer & Entrepreneurship



Call for PhD applications (2024-2025)

24%
female

1479
applicants

610
Applicants

with ELIAS RI  
(41%) 18

Partners

64
ELIAS 

advisors
(30%)

~3,200 
registered 
applicants

=1%
<1%

>1%

% Applications

              Applications  ELIAS Network Outreach

560
shortlisted

102
nationalities

96
Countries

Top 5 nationalities

Indian (17%)

Chinese (15%)

Pakistani (5%)

German (8%)

Iranian (9.5%)

Country of residence of applicants
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Events

EDS 2024 - @ IP Paris

Winter/Summer Schools

- Foundation models (Amsterdam)

- AI for Earth and Climate Sciences (Jena)

- Summer School on Machine Learning for Healthcare 
and Biology (Manchester)

- Summer School on ML and AI for Health (Lausanne)

- Summer School on Trustworthy AI  (Saarbrücken)

ELLIS Doctoral Symposium

- 2024 (Paris): AI & Sustainability

- 2025 (Poland): AI & Robustness

Reading groups

Human-Centric Machine Learning Reading Group annual 
workshop (Alicante)

… And many more!
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The ELIAS Mobility Program
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Who is eligible? PhD & Postdocs 

Visiting Whom? Academic or Industry partner in the ELLIS or ELIAS network

What kind of visit? Research stays in link with ELIAS

Where? Europe

How long? Up to 6 months for academic stays, up to 3 months for industry internships

How much? Up to 2,400 euros per researcher per year
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                                                         ELIAS Mobility Program in 2024

Some numbers…

22 Applications

20 PhD students 

9 Countries 

2 Postdocs

27% Non-ELIAS Applicants

Hosting institution
Sending institution

… Next Steps?

● Increase geographical coverage

● Encourage cross-domain 
collaborations

● Promote postdoc applications
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2.1  Expanding the existing world-class European AI community to 
build the European lighthouse in AI and Sustainability  

Fellowship program in Sustainable AI building on the existing one in ELLIS

Call for Fellows (senior researchers) & Scholars (junior researchers) to join the ELLIS & ELIAS 
networks

Goals:

● Reinforce and expand the ELIAS and ELLIS networks with scientists working in Sustainable AI

● Promote gender balance

● Preserve scientific excellence criteria already present in ELLIS

● Champion representation from underrepresented countries

● Develop a transparent & reliable evaluation process



240 nominations received, acceptance rate of 67%
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409 Fellows

152 Scholars

561
F&S

23
countries 24,6%

female

Call for new Fellows & Scholars (2024)

Current numbers after the call 

Profile Accepted candidates

Fellows 89

Scholars 72
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New Fellows and Scholars in the ELIAS network

Countries of accepted F/S in ELIAS Gender balance 

With 13 new Fellows/Scholars from 6 countries, the ELIAS community continues to grow - 
expanding for the first time in Poland and Greece! Next call in Spring 2025

In total, 34 Fellows/Scholars involved in the ELIAS network after the new call
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2.2  Expanding the existing world-class European AI community to 
build the European lighthouse in AI and Sustainability  

Create a Virtual centre of excellence in Sustainable and Trustworthy AI

Onboard new institutions focusing on Sustainability to ELLIS and ELIAS and monitor the growth of 
those networks

Goals:

● Grow an inclusive and interdisciplinary research community in synergy with the ELLIS network

● Preserve scientific excellence criteria already present in the ELLIS Units

● Champion representation from underrepresented countries

● Develop a transparent & reliable evaluation & feedback process

● Reinforce the virtual centre of excellence by supporting local workshop & scientific events
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Monitoring of the network

Growth of the ELLIS network over time in 
underrepresented regions, particularly Eastern 
Europe:

Before ELIAS:

● ELLIS Unit Prague (2019)

Since start of ELIAS:

● ELLIS Unit Sofia (2023)
● ELLIS Unit Warsaw (2023)
● ELLIS Associated Unit Lviv (2023)

A new call for units will be issued in Spring 2025
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Support scientific workshops and events
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In Conclusion 

Fostering the next generation of talents in Sustainable AI

● PhD Program for young researchers in an active and excellent community 

● Mobility support in Europe

● Expansion of the existing community at the individual & institutional levels

● Attract & Retain Talent in Europe

Future plans

● Focus on diversity, gender balance, interdisciplinarity & underrepresented regions

● Synergy with ELLIS & other networks of excellence in the future (events, mobility support, etc.)



Thank you!

Any questions?
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